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Competition for (ecological) space in the international North Sea

24/06/2026

Greater North Sea crucial for various
functions

Double crisis of climate change and
biodiversity loss

— Delicate ecosystem North Sea reaching
boundaries

- Nature is declining (OSPAR QSR)

- Biodiversity policy targets not met
(Natura2000, MSFD, WFD)

- New directives and laws e.g.

e Nature restoration law (Natuurherstel
verordening)

« European Ocean Pact (incl. revised
MSFD and MSPD)



Marine Spatial Planning

What is Marine Spatial Planning?

“A cross-cutting policy tool enabling public authorities
and stakeholders to apply a coordinated, integrated
and trans-boundary [planning and management]
approach. The application of an ecosystem-based
approach will contribute to promoting the sustainable
development and growth of the maritime and coastal
economies and the sustainable use of marine and
coastal resources.”

EU 2014: Directive 2014/89/EU of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 23 July 2014 establishing a framework for maritime spatial
planning
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What is the Greater North Sea Basin Initiative (GNSBI)?

What is the GNSBI? GNSBI's added value in short @

* High-level initiative of 9 Greater North Sea * To liaise and fill gaps between existing fora and
countries and the European Commission; sectoral organized bodies for strengthened

* Participating countries: Belgium, Denmark, France, international and integrated cooperation on the
Germany, Ireland, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Greater North Sea;
United Kingdom * To enhance regional cross-boundary cooperation

» Started in 2022 to better align maritime spatial planning;

* To present a platform for communication and
stakeholder engagement.



Shared use of space in the North Sea requires integrated
and international management

Current situation as of 2026 @ Current GNSBI Governance @

 For nine countries, the sea is

Antwerp Declaration 2024

crucial for various functions™* * Ministers’ Conference

» Most heavily-used sea in the world  Non-binding and voluntary

* Need for well-coordinated marine spatial « Decisions established within national legislations and
planning (MSP) international treaties

« Good Environmental Status (GES) is not yet
reached (EU Directive)

* Such as nature, (wind) energy, fisheries, other marine food
products, shipping, vital utility infrastructure, and recreation.



Early MSP Dialogue and the GNSBI

Antwerp Ministerial Declaration: ‘GNSB/ acts
as a forum for facilitating early dialogue, and
engaging early with all parties,

to enhance regional cross-boundary
cooperation to better align maritime spatial
planning,

while respecting decisions established within
national legislations and international
treaties,

in compliance with obligation from the EU
Marine Spatial Planning Directive that spatial
plans should be consulted and coordinated
between member states as well as with third
countries

Simplified, example
marine
planning steps,
which vary between
countries

Aims and objectives .
Opportuni

-ties for
Early
MSP

Dialogue

Information gathering

Stakeholder
engagement

Formal consultation
on draft plan

Plan revision and
adoption

GNSBI provides a safe
space for early MSP
dialogue and opportunity to
raise sensitive or emerging
issues, supporting more
informed national planning
through regional
awareness and
cooperation.



Five integrated Working Tracks™

o, Nature restoration and conservation (NAT) Cumulative impacts (CIA)
° Q,
Set-up a programme for cooperation regarding QO Find a common approach on cumulative impact
nature. ecological tensions.
Multiple use of space (MUL) Long-term perspective of fisheries (LTPF)
@ Set-up criteria and sharing best practices on co- ):<:> Create insight in key fisheries areas and
use. !:::) socioeconomic/food impacts of spatial

developments at North Sea scale.

Knowledge sharing (KNOW)

- ~ Coordinate the exchange of best practices, (scientific) information, data,
7 \ plans and assessments.
- Co-lead Deltares (Sharon Tatman) & Ministry lenW (Nick Boxem)

*The four Tracks (NAT/MUL/CIA/LTPF) ar t-driven and (strongly) interrelated, whereas the Knowle ck can support parts of the mapping,

data and information element.




Why a Knowledge Sharing Track?

Objective GNSBI

- To enhance informed national decision making and cross-border collaboration (Antwerp
declaration)

Objective Knowledge Sharing Track

- To align data-sharing and associated workflow procedures between GNSBI countries,
with the aim to enhance informed national decision making and cross-border, cross-
sectoral collaboration and dialogue among countries bordering the Greater North Sea

Basin, in Early MSP Dialogue phase of maritime spatial planning and other effective
management processes

15/01/2025



The challenge for MSP practitioners
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What are the main MSP data challenges we face?

Different countries have conducted their exercises at national level

Different methods

Different priorities

Different sets of spatial features

Different scales and complexities

Different data coverage



Action lines Knowledge Sharing track

Understanding MSP data
collection, sharing and
workflows between countries

- Challenges & opportunities
- Key players and networks
Supporting other Tracks on

- Data collection

- Map-making

24/06/2026

First working version
(Demonstrator) Compendium for
data/info/knowledge visualisation
and sharing

North Sea Virtual Climate Lab for
dialogue & stakeholder
engagement

Longevity of tools

European Digital Twins of the
Ocean program (EDITO)


https://nesbp-platform.netlify.app/policy_makers_msp_zoning

2. Tools

GNSBI Compendium

https://viewer.openearth.nl/compendium-

greater-north-sea/

Webviewer
(maps)

Data & information layers

Text, Figures, maps,

tables, literature

—


https://viewer.openearth.nl/compendium-greater-north-sea/?folders=147092870,147092932,143436652&layers=bdpMgy3zS6qT9K770oc_0g,147093003&layerNames=Offshore%20Windfarms%20%28NSEC,%20DRAFT%29,Vessel%20Density%20Annual%20Averages%20-%20All%20types%20EMODnet
https://viewer.openearth.nl/compendium-greater-north-sea/?folders=147092870,147092932,143436652&layers=bdpMgy3zS6qT9K770oc_0g,147093003&layerNames=Offshore%20Windfarms%20%28NSEC,%20DRAFT%29,Vessel%20Density%20Annual%20Averages%20-%20All%20types%20EMODnet
https://viewer.openearth.nl/compendium-greater-north-sea/?folders=147092870,147092932,143436652&layers=bdpMgy3zS6qT9K770oc_0g,147093003&layerNames=Offshore%20Windfarms%20%28NSEC,%20DRAFT%29,Vessel%20Density%20Annual%20Averages%20-%20All%20types%20EMODnet
https://viewer.openearth.nl/compendium-greater-north-sea/?folders=147092870,147092932,143436652&layers=bdpMgy3zS6qT9K770oc_0g,147093003&layerNames=Offshore%20Windfarms%20%28NSEC,%20DRAFT%29,Vessel%20Density%20Annual%20Averages%20-%20All%20types%20EMODnet
https://viewer.openearth.nl/compendium-greater-north-sea/?folders=147092870,147092932,143436652&layers=bdpMgy3zS6qT9K770oc_0g,147093003&layerNames=Offshore%20Windfarms%20%28NSEC,%20DRAFT%29,Vessel%20Density%20Annual%20Averages%20-%20All%20types%20EMODnet
https://viewer.openearth.nl/compendium-greater-north-sea/?folders=147092870,147092932,143436652&layers=bdpMgy3zS6qT9K770oc_0g,147093003&layerNames=Offshore%20Windfarms%20%28NSEC,%20DRAFT%29,Vessel%20Density%20Annual%20Averages%20-%20All%20types%20EMODnet
https://viewer.openearth.nl/compendium-greater-north-sea/?folders=147092870,147092932,143436652&layers=bdpMgy3zS6qT9K770oc_0g,147093003&layerNames=Offshore%20Windfarms%20%28NSEC,%20DRAFT%29,Vessel%20Density%20Annual%20Averages%20-%20All%20types%20EMODnet
https://viewer.openearth.nl/compendium-greater-north-sea/?folders=143750791,143750761,143436652&layers=143729554,146777234,143750774&layerNames=Offshore%20windfarms%20%28DigiTwin%29,Black%20Legged%20Kittiwake%20%28July%29,OSPAR%20MPA%202021%20%28DigiTwin%29
https://testsysteemrapportage.nl/compendium-greater-north-sea/

1. Data

Basin scale mapping
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What to achieve

Data source / data collection




2. Tools for policy

Proof of concept webviewer “the compendium”

6/24/2026

North Sea “virtual
climate lab” 3D table,
stakeholder
engagement on future
MSP in North Sea
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https://nesbp-platform.netlify.app/policy_makers_msp_zoning

2. Tools for policy - "The Compedium™ system
architecture

6/24/2026
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Take home message

* Informed (inter)national decision making and
cross-border collaboration for MSP requires
sharing of D-I-K

 There is huge amount of data and national
databases and tools for MSP, but

» Data across borders not “perfectly
comparable”

e Harmonisation & standardisation of data

* Producing basin-scale maps of GNS takes
effort and willingness by countries

 Knowledge Sharing Track approach
 Pragmatic approach
 Demonstrate benefits of data sharing

« Different tools serve different purposes

24/06/2026



Knowledge sharing platform
“the Compendium” demo



	Slide 1:  Greater North Sea Basin Initiative  Sharon Tatman & Luis Rodriguez Galvez  Deltares   
	Slide 3: Competition for (ecological) space in the international North Sea
	Slide 4: Marine Spatial Planning
	Slide 5: What is the Greater North Sea Basin Initiative (GNSBI)?
	Slide 6:     Shared use of space in the North Sea requires integrated and international management
	Slide 7: Early MSP Dialogue and the GNSBI
	Slide 8: Five integrated Working Tracks*
	Slide 9: Why a Knowledge Sharing Track?
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: What are the main MSP data challenges we face?
	Slide 12: Action lines Knowledge Sharing track
	Slide 13: 2. Tools   GNSBI Compendium  https://viewer.openearth.nl/compendium-greater-north-sea/
	Slide 14: 1. Data Basin scale mapping
	Slide 15: 2. Tools for policy
	Slide 16: 2. Tools for policy - "The Compedium" system architecture
	Slide 18: Take home message
	Slide 19

